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Psychic science, also known as parapsychology, is the scientific study of
psychic phenomena. These phenomena include experiences such as
telepathy, clairvoyance, psychokinesis, mediumship, and channeling. While
psychic science is still a relatively young field, it has a long and fascinating
history in the United States.

The Early Days of Spiritualism

The modern era of psychic science began in the mid-19th century with the
rise of spiritualism. Spiritualism is the belief that the spirits of the dead can
communicate with the living. In the United States, spiritualism became a
popular movement, with millions of people attending séances and
communicating with spirits.
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Some of the most famous spiritualists of the era included Andrew Jackson
Davis, a physician who claimed to have received medical knowledge from
spirits; and Emma Hardinge Britten, a writer and lecturer who became one
of the most influential figures in the spiritualist movement.

The Society for Psychical Research

In 1882, a group of British scientists founded the Society for Psychical
Research (SPR). The SPR was dedicated to the scientific investigation of
psychic phenomena. The SPR conducted a number of studies on telepathy,
clairvoyance, and other psychic abilities.

The SPR's work helped to legitimize the study of psychic science. In the
United States, a number of universities and research institutes began to
offer courses and conduct research in parapsychology.

The Modern Era of Parapsychology

In the 20th century, parapsychology became a more established field of
study. A number of new research methods were developed, and
parapsychologists began to publish their findings in peer-reviewed journals.

Some of the most important parapsychologists of the 20th century include
J.B. Rhine, who conducted pioneering research on telepathy and
clairvoyance; and Charles Tart, who developed a number of new research
methods in parapsychology.

The Challenges of Psychic Science

Psychic science is a challenging field of study. There are a number of
factors that can make it difficult to conduct rigorous research on psychic
phenomena. These factors include:



* The subjective nature of psychic experiences * The difficulty of replicating
psychic phenomena under laboratory conditions * The influence of fraud
and deception

Despite these challenges, parapsychologists have made significant
progress in understanding psychic phenomena. A number of studies have
provided evidence for the existence of telepathy, clairvoyance, and other
psychic abilities.

The Future of Psychic Science

Psychic science is a rapidly growing field of study. A number of new
research initiatives are underway, and parapsychologists are making new
discoveries all the time. It is likely that parapsychology will continue to play
an important role in our understanding of the human mind and the nature of
reality.

An American History of Psychic Science is a fascinating and informative
account of the development of psychic science in the United States. This
book provides a comprehensive overview of the field, from its early days to
the modern era. It is a valuable resource for anyone who is interested in
psychic phenomena and the scientific study of these phenomena.
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