
John of Salisbury and the Medieval Roman
Renaissance: A Journey Through the Eyes of
a Twelfth-Century Scholar
In the annals of medieval scholarship, few figures stand taller than John of
Salisbury. As an Englishman who spent much of his life in France, John
was a key player in the intellectual and religious ferment that defined the
twelfth century. He was a prolific writer, a gifted teacher, and a close
advisor to some of the most powerful figures of his day.

John's work, particularly his magnum opus, the "Policraticus," provides a
fascinating glimpse into the medieval mindset. Through his writings, we can
gain insights into the political, social, and religious issues that preoccupied
people during this tumultuous period.
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This article will delve into the life and work of John of Salisbury, examining
his role in the medieval Roman Renaissance and exploring the enduring
legacy of his thought.
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John of Salisbury: A Biographical Sketch

John of Salisbury was born around 1115 in Salisbury, England. Little is
known about his early life, but it is clear that he received a first-rate
education. He studied at the schools of Salisbury and Paris, where he
came into contact with some of the leading intellectuals of his day.

After completing his studies, John entered the service of Theobald,
Archbishop of Canterbury. He quickly rose through the ranks, becoming
one of the archbishop's most trusted advisors. In this role, John played a
key role in the conflict between the English Church and King Henry II.

In 1176, John was elected Bishop of Chartres in France. He held this
position until his death in 1180. During his time in Chartres, John continued
to write and teach, producing some of his most important works.

John of Salisbury and the Roman Renaissance

The twelfth century witnessed a renewed interest in classical learning and
culture. This phenomenon, known as the Roman Renaissance, was
particularly strong in Italy and France. John of Salisbury was one of the
most important figures in this movement.

John's writings are replete with references to classical authors such as
Cicero, Seneca, and Horace. He believed that the study of these authors
could help to improve one's moral and intellectual character. In his
"Policraticus," John argues that "the study of literature is the nourishment of
the mind, the delight of life, the solace of old age, the ornament of
prosperity, and the refuge and comfort of adversity."



John's love of classical learning did not lead him to reject Christianity. On
the contrary, he believed that the two traditions could be reconciled. In his
writings, John sought to create a synthesis of Christian faith and classical
wisdom.

The "Policraticus": A Medieval Masterpiece

John of Salisbury's most famous work is the "Policraticus." This massive
treatise, written in eight books, is a wide-ranging discussion of political,
social, and religious issues.

The "Policraticus" is a fascinating document that provides insights into the
medieval mindset. John's writing is lively and engaging, and he does not
shy away from expressing his opinions on controversial topics.

The "Policraticus" is divided into eight books, each of which deals with a
different topic. The first book discusses the nature of government and the
role of the ruler. The second book examines the different types of citizens
and their responsibilities. The third book discusses the importance of
education. The fourth book deals with the problem of evil. The fifth book
examines the nature of the soul. The sixth book discusses the relationship
between faith and reason. The seventh book examines the nature of the
Church. The eighth book discusses the end of the world.

The "Policraticus" is a complex and challenging work, but it is also a
rewarding one. John of Salisbury's insights into human nature and the
human condition are still relevant today.

John of Salisbury's Legacy



John of Salisbury's thought had a profound impact on his contemporaries
and on subsequent generations. His writings were widely read and studied
throughout the Middle Ages. He was one of the most influential figures in
the development of medieval political and social thought.

John's emphasis on the importance of education and the value of classical
learning helped to shape the curriculum of medieval universities. His work
also contributed to the development of Scholasticism, the dominant
philosophical movement of the Middle Ages.

John of Salisbury's legacy is still felt today. His writings continue to be
studied by scholars of medieval history and thought. His ideas about
politics, society, and religion are still relevant to our own time.

John of Salisbury was one of the most important intellectual figures of the
Middle Ages. His writings provide a fascinating glimpse into the medieval
mindset and continue to be relevant to our own time. John's work is a
testament to the power of human reason and the enduring value of
classical learning.
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