
The Supermarine Spitfire Mk. IX: The
Legendary British Fighter of World War II
The Supermarine Spitfire Mk. IX was a British single-seat fighter aircraft
that was used by the Royal Air Force (RAF) and other Allied air forces
during World War II. It was one of the most iconic aircraft of the war, and is
still considered to be one of the most beautiful aircraft ever built.

The Spitfire Mk. IX was developed as a replacement for the earlier Spitfire
Mk. V, which had been found to be underpowered at high altitudes. The Mk.
IX was fitted with a more powerful Rolls-Royce Merlin 61 engine, which
gave it a top speed of 392 mph (631 km/h) at 20,000 feet (6,100 m). It was
also armed with two 20 mm cannons and four .303 caliber machine guns.
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The Spitfire Mk. IX entered service with the RAF in July 1942. It quickly
proved to be a formidable opponent for the German Luftwaffe, and was
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used to great effect in the Battle of Britain and other major air battles of the
war. The Mk. IX was also used by the USAAF, the Soviet Air Force, and
other Allied air forces.

The Spitfire Mk. IX was produced in several different variants, including the
Mk. IXc, which was fitted with a clipped wing for improved maneuverability,
and the Mk. IXe, which was fitted with a more powerful Merlin 66 engine.
The Mk. IX was also used as the basis for the Seafire, a navalized version
of the aircraft that was used by the Fleet Air Arm.

The Spitfire Mk. IX remained in service with the RAF until 1948. It was also
used by several other air forces after the war, including the Israeli Air Force
and the Royal Canadian Air Force.

The Spitfire Mk. IX is one of the most iconic aircraft of World War II. It was
a beautiful, powerful, and deadly fighter aircraft that played a major role in
the Allied victory. Today, the Spitfire Mk. IX is still admired by aviation
enthusiasts around the world.

Specifications

Type: Single-seat fighter aircraft

Manufacturer: Supermarine

First flight: 26 November 1942

Entered service: July 1942

Retired: 1948

Length: 32 ft 10 in (9.96 m)

Wingspan: 36 ft 10 in (11.23 m)



Height: 10 ft 3 in (3.12 m)

Weight: 6,250 lb (2,835 kg)

Engine: Rolls-Royce Merlin 61

Power: 1,710 hp (1,275 kW)

Maximum speed: 392 mph (631 km/h) at 20,000 ft (6,100 m)

Range: 420 mi (675 km)

Armament: Two 20 mm cannons and four .303 caliber machine guns

Variants

Mk. IXc: Clipped wing for improved maneuverability

Mk. IXe: More powerful Merlin 66 engine

Seafire: Navalized version for the Fleet Air Arm

Operators

Royal Air Force

USAAF

Soviet Air Force

Israeli Air Force

Royal Canadian Air Force

In Popular Culture

The Spitfire Mk. IX has been featured in numerous films, television shows,
and video games. Some of the most notable examples include:



The Battle of Britain (1969)

Aces High (1976)

Top Gun (1986)

Call of Duty: World War II (2017)

Battlefield V (2018)

The Spitfire Mk. IX is a timeless classic that continues to inspire awe and
admiration. It is a true icon of aviation history, and a symbol of the bravery
and sacrifice of the men and women who flew it in defense of freedom.
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