Unveiling the Secrets of the Midewiwin: The
Seventh Annual Report of the Grand Medicine
Society of the Ojibwa

The Midewiwin, or Grand Medicine Society, is a centuries-old spiritual and
healing tradition of the Ojibwa people, indigenous to the Great Lakes region
of North America. This enigmatic society has played a vital role in
preserving the cultural identity, health, and well-being of the Ojibwa for
generations.
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In 1891, the Seventh Annual Report of the Bureau of American Ethnology
published a groundbreaking account of the Midewiwin, offering a rare
glimpse into the society's inner workings and profound teachings. This
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report, titled "The Midewiwin or Grand Medicine Society of the Ojibwa," was
meticulously compiled by James Owen Dorsey, an anthropologist who
spent years studying the culture and customs of the Ojibwa.

Historical Origins and Beliefs

The Midewiwin traces its origins to the sacred teachings of Nanabozho, a
legendary spirit figure who is believed to have gifted this knowledge to the
Ojibwa people. According to their oral traditions, Nanabozho bestowed
upon them the ability to heal the sick, ward off evil spirits, and connect with
the spiritual realm.

At the heart of the Midewiwin lies the concept of harmony and balance
between the physical, spiritual, and social worlds. Members of the society
believe that illness and misfortune are caused by imbalances in these
realms and that the Midewiwin rituals and ceremonies can restore harmony
and promote well-being.

Organization and Membership

The Midewiwin is a highly structured society with its own hierarchy and
levels of membership. There are four main degrees of membership, each
requiring a period of training and initiation. The lowest degree, the "Lay
Member," is open to all Ojibwa adults who have been deemed worthy and
whose character has been examined.

As members progress through the degrees, they assume greater
responsibilities and gain access to more advanced teachings and rituals.
The highest degree, the "Grand Mide," is reserved for those who have
demonstrated exceptional spiritual knowledge and healing abilities.



Healing Practices and Rituals

The Midewiwin is renowned for its powerful healing practices, which
combine spiritual, physical, and emotional elements. Members of the
society undergo rigorous training in the use of medicinal herbs, spirit songs,
and sacred ceremonies to treat a wide range of illnesses and ailments.

One of the most important rituals of the Midewiwin is the "Midewiwin
Ceremony," a complex and multifaceted event that can last for several
days. During this ceremony, members gather in a sacred lodge to invoke
the spirits, offer prayers, and perform healing rituals for the sick and
afflicted.

Preservation and Revival

Despite facing challenges and suppression throughout history, the
Midewiwin has endured as a vital part of Ojibwa culture. In recent decades,
there has been a resurgence of interest in the society's teachings and
practices as Ojibwa communities seek to revitalize their traditional ways of
life.

The publication of the Seventh Annual Report of the Bureau of American
Ethnology in 1891 played a significant role in preserving and documenting
the knowledge and practices of the Midewiwin. This report remains a
valuable resource for scholars, historians, and anyone interested in the rich
cultural heritage of the Ojibwa people.

The Midewiwin, or Grand Medicine Society of the Ojibwa, is a living
testament to the enduring power of Native American spirituality and healing
traditions. Through its sacred rituals, teachings, and practices, the society



has fostered resilience, well-being, and cultural identity among the Ojibwa
people for centuries.

The Seventh Annual Report of the Bureau of American Ethnology, with its
detailed account of the Midewiwin, provides a rare opportunity to glimpse
into the heart of this remarkable society. It is a testament to the importance
of preserving and revitalizing indigenous knowledge and cultural heritage
for the benefit of present and future generations.
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