
Wind Tunnel Testing of High-Rise Buildings: A
Comprehensive Guide to Best Practices
Wind tunnel testing is an essential tool for evaluating the structural integrity
and aerodynamic performance of high-rise buildings. As buildings soar
higher and become more complex in design, the need for accurate and
reliable wind tunnel testing becomes even more critical. This technical
guide, published by the Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat
(CTBUH),provides a comprehensive overview of best practices for wind
tunnel testing of high-rise buildings.
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Purpose and Scope

This guide is intended to serve as a resource for structural engineers,
architects, developers, and other professionals involved in the design and
construction of high-rise buildings. It covers all aspects of wind tunnel
testing, from planning and preparation to data analysis and interpretation.
The guide also discusses the latest advancements in wind tunnel testing
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technology and provides guidance on how to select the appropriate wind
tunnel for a given project.

Benefits of Wind Tunnel Testing

Wind tunnel testing offers numerous benefits for high-rise buildings,
including:

Verification of structural integrity under wind loads

Optimization of aerodynamic design to reduce wind-induced vibrations

Assessment of pedestrian wind comfort and safety

Identification and mitigation of potential wind-related hazards, such as
vortex shedding and wind-induced buffeting

Planning and Preparation

Careful planning and preparation are essential for successful wind tunnel
testing. Factors to consider include:

Selection of a qualified wind tunnel facility

Development of a detailed test plan

Construction of a high-quality scale model

Instrumentation of the scale model for data collection

Test Procedure

Wind tunnel testing typically involves subjecting the scale model to a range
of wind speeds and directions. The following parameters are typically
measured:



Wind forces and moments acting on the building

Building deflections and vibrations

Wind velocity and pressure distributions around the building

Pedestrian wind comfort levels

Data Analysis and Interpretation

The data collected from wind tunnel testing is carefully analyzed and
interpreted to assess the performance of the building under wind loads.
The following factors are considered:

Comparison of test results to design criteria

Identification of potential structural weaknesses or aerodynamic
inefficiencies

Development of recommendations for design modifications or
mitigation measures

Applications in Building Design

Wind tunnel testing results are used in various aspects of building design,
including:

Structural design to ensure adequate strength and stability

Aerodynamic design to minimize wind-induced vibrations and optimize
energy efficiency

Pedestrian wind comfort design to create safe and comfortable outdoor
spaces



Code compliance to meet building code requirements for wind
resistance

Wind tunnel testing is a valuable tool for ensuring the safety and
performance of high-rise buildings. By following the best practices outlined
in this guide, engineers and architects can optimize the aerodynamic
design of their buildings and mitigate potential wind-related hazards. The
CTBUH Technical Guide on Wind Tunnel Testing of High-Rise Buildings
provides comprehensive guidance to help professionals achieve the
highest levels of structural integrity and aerodynamic performance in their
designs.
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